CT findings after laryngectomy.
The goal of surgical treatment of laryngeal cancer is to achieve tumor control while preserving, whenever possible, the three primary functions of the larynx: breathing, swallowing, and phonation. The surgical procedure may consist of either a partial, conservative excision (eg, cordectomy, vertical partial laryngectomy, horizontal supraglottic laryngectomy, supracricoid laryngectomy with cricohyoidopexy or cricohyoidoepiglottopexy, or near total laryngectomy) or a radical excision (total laryngectomy). The procedure depends largely on the location and extension of the tumor, the stage of disease, and the patient's needs and preferences. Familiarity with the typical imaging appearance of the larynx after each procedure is crucial for differentiating normal postsurgical changes from persistent or recurrent disease as well as for diagnosing associated second primary malignancies. Since computed tomography (CT) is often used for follow-up evaluations, an ability to interpret the characteristic CT features is particularly important.